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Efforts to combat the COVID-19 Pandemic show signs of progress. On Tuesday, Governor John 
Bel Edwards announced he was moving the State forward into Phase 3. Yes…Beginning this 
week every parish and municipality will be able to enjoy larger gatherings at restaurants, places 
of worship and bars. Indoor live music can resume in every parish but Orleans – as the Big Easy 
remains a phase behind the rest of the South. However, progress is progress and Louisiana 
marked the 1-millionth dose of the COVID-19 vaccine being jabbed into the arm of a resident 
over the weekend. There is even spring football happening at five Louisiana universities. 
Yes, there appears to be a light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
On Friday, members of the State’s Joint Budget Committee even received better news as the 
Edwards Administration painted a brighter fiscal picture for the State (More on that later) and the 
House sent a COVID-Relief Package to the Senate for debate.  
 
2021 Regular Session 
With 39 days to go before the Regular Session gets underway April 12, the Edwards 
administration recommended a $36.6 billion state budget for next year, representing a $186.4 
million, or .51 percent, increase from last year. Two-thirds of the extra money is being steered to 
public schools and higher education and the budget did not make any significant cuts or take into 
account potential new dollars from President Biden’s COVID-relief bill currently under debate in 
the Senate. The slightly higher budget presented to lawmakers drew cautious concern from 
Republican leaders as to what happens in 2022-23 when federal pandemic aid runs out and 
lawmakers could be left staring at another potential fiscal cliff.  
The budget presentation from the Division of Administration can be found at the link below: 
https://www.doa.la.gov/opb/pub/FY22/Budget_Presentation_JLCB.pdf 
 
Legislative Leadership Priorities 
In this fiscal session, a top priority for Republican leadership will be Speaker Clay Shexnayder’s 
legislation to form a centralized sales and use tax collections system in Louisiana. The bill is the 
result of a study group formed to examine the issue two years ago and would call for a 
constitutional amendment for voters to approve the measure. It has broad support, including 
House Ways and Means Chairman Stuart Bishop. The effort would simplifying doing business in 
Louisiana, as business owners would have a single source for paying sales taxes instead of a 
system that changes from parish to parish. 
 
 

https://www.doa.la.gov/opb/pub/FY22/Budget_Presentation_JLCB.pdf


GRIT Bill 
One bill that has yet to be filed is the Government Reform in Transportation Act, which aims to 
adjust the State’s fuel tax and offer reforms to increase revenue for road and bridge maintenance 
and capacity projects. The Louisiana Coalition to Fix Our Roads and the bill’s author Rep. Jack 
McFarland of Jonesboro continue to travel the State to promote the effort and build their 
coalition. Erich Ponti, the director of LCFOR, said the final bill text should be available to 
review for support in the next few weeks. 
 
Legislative Bill Deadlines 
March 12 is the last day local bills can be advertised for pre-filings, the last day to request all 
other pre-filed bills is March 31 and the last day to introduce a bill for the session is April 21. As 
of this writing, House members filed 52 bills and senators filed 27. There will be many more to 
come as session approaches. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
All port directors and/or staff should submit their legislative priorities, capital outlay requests or 
other matters for the upcoming session to Jennifer Marusak and me in the coming weeks in order 
to provide ample enough time and planning for advocacy efforts.  
 
COVID-19 Relief 
The Senate will officially begin its “Vote-a-Rama” on President Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 
relief package this week. The bill is packed with funds for transit agencies, airports, direct 
payments to most Americans, extended unemployment payments, and state, and local funding. 
Once again, despite efforts by the American Association of Port Authorities and the broader 
maritime industry, set asides for ports and maritime, were not included. However, language 
included in the $350 billion proposed for state and local governments would give flexibility to 
allocate COVID relief to America’s ports, or those “involved in the movement of freight and 
passengers.” The language states the funding can be used to “respond to or mitigate the public 
health emergency with respect to the COVID-19 pandemic or its negative economic impacts, 
cover costs incurred as a result of [the COVID-19 pandemic or its impacts], replace lost revenue 
that was lost, delayed, or decreased as a result of [the COVID-19 pandemic], or address the 
negative economic impacts of [the COVID-19 pandemic].” 
 
AAPA’s Chairman Mario Cordero testified before Congress regarding the need for emergency 
relief citing the impact of COVID on the nation’s ports. “The COVID-19 pandemic caused 2020 
to be one of the most erratic and volatile years in terms of container volumes. By the end of the 
year, total waterborne trade volume was down 4.8 percent compared to the prior year – and the 
value of that trade dropped by 11.3 percent totaling nearly $200 billion,” Cordero said, “and 
Harbor Maintenance Tax revenue, a measure of total business flowing through our nation’s 
ports, decreased 18 percent.” 
According to current formulas circulating on The Hill, Louisiana’s state and local governments 
would receive $5.029 billion if the state and local funds remain in the bill at the current $350 
billion level. This technically means (if the language remains) Louisiana ports could work with 
municipalities, parishes or the state to receive relief funding for losses or impacts due to COVID-
19. 
 
Specific allocations currently in the bill include: 

• $1,400 direct payments to Americans under certain incomes. 



• Extending federal unemployment benefits through August at $400 per week. 
• $350 billion for state and local governments. 
• $130 billion for reopening schools and universities 
• $30 billion for rental aid and landlords. 
• $50 billion for small business assistance. 
• $160 billion for vaccine development, distribution. 
• $50 billion for FEMA’s Disaster Relief Fund 
• $30 billion for transit programs. 
• $8 billion for airports and airport concessionaires. 
• $3 billion for Economic Development Administration economic adjustment assistance. 
• $3 billion for payroll support for aerospace manufacturing entities. 
• $3 billion for AMTRAK. 

GOP members are opposed to local and state funding and in favor of reducing direct payments to 
individuals, among other items. Despite requests by the port and maritime community for 
emergency relief, the legislation does not provide any funding for the new Maritime 
Transportation System Emergency Relief Program, which was authorized a few months ago in 
December’s National Defense Authorization Act of 2020. PAL and other maritime and trade 
organization participated in a letter-writing campaign for this effort. 
We will know what will ultimately be included in the bill in two weeks as Congress pushes to 
pass the bill before unemployment benefits expire. 
 
Return of Earmarks 
After more than a decade of no earmarks, late Friday Rep. Rosa DeLauro, the new Chair of the 
House Appropriations Committee, announced that earmarks – now called ‘Community Project 
Funding’ – are returning this year. The return of earmarks, particularly before the debate begins 
on the infrastructure bill, carries significant opportunities for funding of local projects. No matter 
what name is given, this is good news for the delegation’s ability to deliver for local and state 
priorities. 
 
Infrastructure Bill 
President Biden has announced his strong support for a “go-big” infrastructure bill recently, but 
hasn’t released any details, but plans to “in the coming weeks” likely after the COVID-relief 
package is passed. The bill, which follows the “Build Back Better” mantra, has already spurred 
three hearings of the House T&I Committee – focusing on maritime, surface transportation and 
water needs. The Senate EPW Committee has likewise begun discussions focused on surface 
transportation and the need to reauthorize the program before Sept. 30. New EPW Chairman 
Tom Carper has set an internal target of Memorial Day for a committee-approved infrastructure 
bill. The Biden Administration has said they hope for a bipartisan bill, but the question will come 
down to who pays for it. 
With the return of “earmarks,” it is a good idea to begin thinking strategically for individual 
project asks on a state and local basis. 
 
AAPA Agenda 
The AAPA staff circulated a “welcoming packet” to members of the new Congress last week 
detailing the industry’s positive impact on the economy, vital role that it plays for the nation and 



background information on key policy initiatives. It is definitely worth a read and can be found 
here: https://aapa.cms-plus.com/files/2021%20AAPA%20Welcome%20Packet.pdf 
 
CDC Cruise Guidelines 
The closing of the cruise industry has adversely impacted many seaports, including the Port of 
New Orleans. Federal officials have to date been slow to work towards a safe reopening of the 
industry. However, CDC officials stated new guidelines for the resumption of cruise will be 
published this month. 
Cruises on the Mississippi River, aboard American Cruise Lines vessels and the American 
Queen paddle wheelers, plan to resume on a limited basis in the upcoming weeks. These cruises 
will call for all passengers to be vaccinated and will sail at a reduced capacity. The resumption of 
service would be good news for New Orleans and the communities these passengers visit on 
their cruises in St. James, Baton Rouge and St. Francisville, among others.  
 
ASCE Releases Infrastructure Grades 
The American Society of Civil Engineers released its 2021 Report Card for America's 
Infrastructure this week. ASCE’s assessment grades the condition and performance of 17 
categories of infrastructure – including inland waterways locks, dams, drinking water, roads, 
levees, and more. Inland waterways received a grade of D+, a slight increase from 2017’s D 
grade and 2013’s D-, which was one of the lowest grades for all sectors that year. The higher 
grade reflects the reversal of chronic under-investment in the inland waterways, more purposeful 
and efficient planning by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the 2014 increase in the diesel fuel 
tax, and higher Operations & Maintenance funding that has resulted in a reduction of 
unscheduled lock outages. ASCE also notes the number of inland waterways stakeholders that 
support and depend upon an efficient system, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The 
nation’s overall infrastructure GPA is a C- on this year’s report card. 
       
Corps Official Announced 
Jaime Pinkham, executive director of the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission in 
Oregon, has been selected as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works. 
 
 
Federal Grant Notices 
The Department of Transportation published a notice for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding 
America (INFRA) discretionary grant program. This NOFO, which can be found here, makes 
nearly $890 million available for projects that align with the “Biden Administration’s principles 
for national infrastructure projects that result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, apply 
transformative technology, and explicitly address climate change and racial equity.” The 
deadline to apply is March 19. 
 
The 2021 Port Security Grant Program application was published on February 25. The total 
available funding for FY 2021 is $100 million and the focus for this round of grants is on 
cybersecurity. For an FAQ, click here. Applications are due by May 14. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
AAPA Spring Conference March 16-18: The AAPA Anywhere: Spring (Virtual) Conference 
will feature conversations with high-level decision makers in transportation, environment and 
public works, port security, and trade. The conference will feature a virtual fly-in to give 
attendees the chance to meet with members of Congress and the Administration to share 

https://aapa.cms-plus.com/files/2021%20AAPA%20Welcome%20Packet.pdf
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__port.informz.net_z_cjUucD9taT05ODkwMDE5JnA9MSZ1PTEwNTk4MzAzNjMmbGk9ODQ2NTAyNDA_index.html&d=DwMBaQ&c=ygJMO3FePKMFfx8MqaEs6g&r=eUeCfb6eBBOfqdkQ6twAtvnjRFUDi50aNgEcXUWLKU0&m=8ZeVQHvk3v0SQRAPd2qDQOdU39xo8E6hmQhrh7LBock&s=DfUhikWwb2o-JtUlouq8PdijfO_mb5mrJH9WxT3DDJY&e=


challenges and opportunities facing their ports. To find out more and register for the conference, 
click here. 
 
NWC Legislative Summit April 8-9: The National Waterways Conference will hold its 2021 
Legislative Summit virtually next month. Participants will include Al Lee, Corps Director of 
Civil Works; Stacey Brown, Chief of Programs Integration – Civil Works; Vance Stewart III, 
senior assistant for Secretary of Civil Works; Phoebe Percell, the Corps’ chief of dam and levee 
safety; Wilem Helms, manager – Office of Homeland Security; Aaron Snyder, water 
infrastructure financing lead have all been confirmed. An agenda is forthcoming. 
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